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Statistical tools for analyzing data on
behavioral ecology of insect parasitoids

Éric Wajnberg and Patsy Haccou

Abstract

Experiments performed by behavioral ecologists, both in the laboratory and in
the field, are producing data that need to be accurately and properly analyzed
by powerful statistical methods. Unfortunately, for most of the time and espe-
cially for experiments done on insect parasitoids:

1 these data are not following normal distributions (since counts, pro-
portions, time duration, etc. are measured);

2 it is (nearly) impossible to use balanced or independent designs; and/or
3 there is pseudoreplication.

Thus, standard, well-established methods cannot be used and alternative statis-
tical approaches have to be applied. This chapter gives a detailed overview on
how the different problems mentioned above can be handled accurately.

18.1 Introduction

Nowadays, cheap computer devices and/or programs make it easy to collect large
amounts of information from behavioral observations. As a consequence, behavioral 
ecologists, and especially those working on insect parasitoids, regularly need to handle a
large variety of data. Results obtained from analyses of these data are usually confronted
with ultimate predictions derived from theoretical models that tell us what animals
should do to behave optimally. To arrive at the right conclusions, it is essential that the
data are analyzed with correct and powerful statistical methods. Usually, only a small 
part of the collected data consists of values that are independent and have a Gaussian 
distribution. In this case, standard methods can be used, based on the so-called General
Linear Model that includes most of the ‘classical’ methods that most readers will be 
familiar with, including linear regression, analysis of variance (ANOVA), and analysis of
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covariance (ANCOVA). There are a large number of textbooks available that present these
‘classical’ methods (Zar 1999).

However, in an increasing number of cases, behavioral ecologists working on insect 
parasitoids also collect, and should thus also analyze, data that are either non-normally
distributed – which is the case, for example, for time durations data, counts, or percent-
ages – or that are non-independent or come from unbalanced experimental set-ups. Indeed,
many of the chapters in this book deal with traits that are not normally distributed, such
as time intervals (see also Chapter 8 by van Alphen and Bernstein, and Chapter 9 by Haccou
and van Alphen) or sex ratios (see also Chapter 12 by Ode and Hardy). Further, especially
when they are collecting data from fieldwork, scientists have to cope with pseudoreplica-
tion problems. In this chapter, we will present the basic theoretical framework and the
statistical methods that can be used to handle such types of data correctly. Examples 
dealing with behavioral ecology of insect parasitoids will also be presented throughout.

18.2 An introduction to generalized linear models (GLMs)

All of us are in need of analyzing relations between observed values and a set of explanatory
variables. Traditionally, this is done with ANOVA and regression methods. Such statistical
tools have several limitations, like the assumption of a normal distribution for errors of
measurement. Over the last few decades, several methods have been developed to deal with
more general models. However, only a small number of behavioral ecologists working 
on insect parasitoids feel comfortable with, and have indeed applied these. Here we will 
provide an introduction to these methods that will hopefully overcome these problems
and stimulate researchers in behavioral ecology of parasitoids to apply the methods of 
analysis most suited to their data.

18.2.1 The general framework

The framework we consider is as follows: We have a set of n observations y1, . . . , yn, that
are realizations of n random variables Y1, . . . , Yn. These are usually called dependent 
variables. For the moment we assume that they are independently distributed. Further,
we have a set of p explanatory variables, x1, . . . , xp, with values associated to each of the
n observations: x11, . . . , x1p; x21, . . . , x2p; …; xn1; . . . , xnp. These variables are assumed to
be known without error (in practice the methods also work well when these variables are
random, with a much lower variance than the Yi). They are also often called independent
variables, or predictor variables. Note that the independent variables can be of several types.
For instance binary (e.g. sex), nominal (e.g. colors), ordinal (e.g. sizes small, medium or
large), or quantitative (e.g. weight in micrograms). For notational convenience, we will
add a variable x0 that equals one for every observation. This will allow us to formulate a
null model of no effect in a notationally efficient way (see below).

We seek to relate the observations y to the set of explanatory variables x. This is done
by assuming that the distribution of Yi is somehow related to a predictor variable ηi, which
is a linear combination of the explanatory variables:

ηi = β j xij (18.1)
p

∑
j=0
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The coefficients βj are estimated from the data. For instance, in a regression analysis, these
are the regression coefficients. In an ANOVA, they represent the estimated effects of the
factors. The way in which this so-called linear predictor affects the distribution of the Yi

is determined by a function that relates a parameter of this distribution to the value of 
ηi. In general, this parameter is the expectation of Yi, and here we will only consider such
cases. If, for convenience, we denote the expectation by µi, then it is assumed that

ηi = g(µi) (18.2)

The function g(·) is called the link function (McCullagh & Nelder 1989). Note that in some
texts the link function is the inverse of g(·).

In classical analyses, the Yi follow normal distributions with an average value of µi and
common variance σ 2, and:

µi = ηi = β j xij (18.3)

In this case, the link function is thus the identity function. The variance σ 2 is an example
of a so-called nuisance parameter, which means that this parameter is not related to the
question that we are examining and, ideally, we do not want it to affect the outcome of
the analysis in any way.

The meaning of Equations (18.1) to (18.3) is clear for the situation in which the
explanatory variables are all quantitative, a situation that corresponds to a simple regres-
sion analysis. However, in order to express the effects of qualitative variables in this way,
explanatory variables have to be assigned a value. Binary variables can, for instance, be
coded 0 or 1. Nominal or ordinal variables with k classes can be represented by a set of 
k − 1 so-called dummy variables, each taking the value 0 or 1. Table 18.1 gives two 
possible ways of using such dummy variables to code a nominal trait with three classes:
Red, Yellow, and Blue.

For non-quantitative variables, the effects of the different classes can be derived from
the coefficients βj. For method A in Table 18.1, for instance, the coefficients for the two
dummy variables give the effects of class Blue and Yellow, respectively, relative to class
Red. The effect of Blue relative to that of Yellow is given by the difference between the
coefficients of the two variables. If method B is used instead, the coefficient of the first
dummy variable gives the effect of Blue relative to Yellow, whereas the effect of Blue 

p

∑
j=0

Table 18.1 Two equivalent methods of encoding a three-category nominal variable
with two binary variables.

Method A Method B

Var1 Var2 Var1 Var2

Red 0 0 0 0
Yellow 0 1 0 1
Blue 1 0 1 1
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relative to Red is given by the sum of the coefficients of the two dummy variables. Thus,
the two methods give the same results for the relative effects, as they should.

When there are only qualitative variables, the classical analysis is the ANOVA. When
there are qualitative as well as quantitative variables we are in the context of an ANCOVA.
Interactions between the effects of the predictor variables can be examined by adding new
predictor variables to the model, that consist of combinations of other variables.

The objectives of analyses are to estimate the coefficients βj from the data, to select 
a model by identifying those explanatory variables (and their interactions) that have significant
effects, to test goodness-of-fit of the selected model, and finally to make predictions based
on the model. Prediction can concern, for example, the outcome of an experiment if the
range of values of one of the explanatory variables is changed.

18.2.2 The Gaussian case

Estimation
Here, the Yi are assumed to be random variables following independent normal distribu-
tions N(µi,σ 2), where the µi are given by Equation (18.3). We will first consider the situ-
ation where the common variance σ 2 is known. The probability density functions of the
Yi are thus of the form:

(18.4)

Thus, the log-likelihood of all observations equals

(18.5)

Note that we denote vectors by bold face, for example, y = y1, . . . ,yn. The estimates of the
regression parameters βj are those values that maximize this expression (Mood et al. 1974).
As can easily be seen from Equation (18.5), this implies that they minimize the sum of
squares:

(18.6)

which is a well-known result (Mood et al. 1974). There are a lot of statistical software 
packages that contain pre-programmed algorithms for finding the least-squares (or,
equivalently, the maximum likelihood) estimates of the βj for different types of models,
but we will not go into the details of those methods here.

When the number of observations n is sufficiently large, the maximum likelihood 
estimators 4j have asymptotically a multivariate normal distribution with expected values
βj under the hypothesis that the fitted model is true. This result holds in general for 
maximum likelihood estimators, regardless of the distribution of the Yi. Most statistical
computer programs provide the estimated variance/covariance matrix of this multivariate
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distribution. Confidence intervals for the estimates can be based on this distribution, or
alternatively on the fact that the distribution of

(; −− ββ)′V(;)−−1(; −− ββ) (18.7)

where ββ = (β0, . . . ,βp)′ is the vector of regression coefficients, ; is the corresponding 
vector of its estimators, and V(;)−1 is the inverse of the variance/covariance matrix of the
parameters, tends to a χ2 distribution with p + 1 degrees of freedom (denoted by df ). We
illustrate this with an example for a situation with two estimated parameters (i.e. with 
p = 1), β0 and β1. The estimated values of respectively the parameters and their variance/
covariance matrix are

40 = 0.9, 41 = 2.1,

(18.8)

with inverse:

(18.9)

For large sample sizes, we thus find that the following statistic has a χ2 distribution with 2 df:

= 7.3341 + 0.95β 0
2 + 0.306β0 − 7.116β1 − 0.96β0β1 + 1.9β 1

2 . (18.10)

The 5% critical value of a χ 2 distribution with 2 df equals 5.99. Thus, the equation:

7.3341 + 0.95β 0
2 + 0.306β0 − 7.116β1 − 0.96β0β1 + 1.9β 1

2 = 5.99 (18.11)

defines an ellipse that corresponds to the simultaneous 95% confidence interval of the two
parameters.

Model selection: the deviance
The maximum possible value for the likelihood is when the model fully describes the 
observations, which is when the µi are equal to the yi:

(18.12)

Note that this model is fully uninformative, since it implies that we have a separate para-
meter for each observation. The maximum likelihood estimators of the µi are denoted by

(18.13)
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and the likelihood obtained with these estimators equals

(18.14)

Two times the difference between the maximum and the observed likelihoods equals

(18.15)

When the Yi have a Gaussian distribution, this statistic has a χ2 distribution with n − (p + 1)
degrees of freedom, since there are p + 1 estimated parameters. We will denote this dis-
tribution by χ 2

n−(p+1). In the context of GLMs, the right-hand side of Equation (18.15) is
called the scaled deviance. In this case, the deviance itself equals

(18.16)

and model selection, as well as goodness-of-fit procedures for GLMs, are based on these
quantities. In particular, differences between (scaled) deviances are used to compare
nested models. For instance, suppose we want to test whether a factor with q different 
levels has a significant effect (i.e. a one-way ANOVA). As explained above, such a factor
is represented by q − 1 binary variables. Thus, the corresponding model has q parameters
(because of the additional parameter β0), and the scaled deviance for this model will 
follow a χ 2

n−q distribution. The estimator of β0 in the null model is P, the mean value of
the yi, and its scaled deviance therefore equals

(18.17)

which follows a χ 2
n−1 distribution. A test whether the examined factor has a significant effect

is based on the difference between the two scaled deviances:

(18.18)

This statistic has a χ2 distribution with (n − 1) − (n − q) = q − 1 degrees of freedom under
the null model, and thus the effect of the factor can be statistically tested.

Until now we have assumed that the value of the nuisance parameter σ 2 is known. When
this is not true, it can be estimated by

(18.19)

Substituting this in Equation (18.18) gives the test statistic:

(18.20)
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For large n, this statistic is known to follow a χ 2
q−1 distribution. An alternative is to use

the following test statistic:

(18.21)

which follows a F(q−1,n−1) distribution under the null-hypothesis of no effect. This distribu-
tion is exact, i.e. it also holds for small n, and so provides a better test for small sample
sizes. Note that the right-hand side of Equation (18.19) equals D(y,µµ0)/(n − 1), so we can
write Equation (18.21) as

(18.22)

This demonstrates that an ANOVA is equivalent to an ‘analysis of deviance’ for the model
considered, i.e. the linear model with independent normally distributed error terms and
an identity link function. The same can be shown for a regression analysis or multi-
factor ANCOVA, where tests are also based on ratios of sums of squares.

Note that tests of effects and concomitant model selection can also be based on the 
asymptotic distribution of the βj (Section 18.2.2). Asymptotically, the two procedures are
equivalent. For small n, however, they can lead to different conclusions.

The two-way layout: orthogonality of effects
The multifactor ANOVA has a large advantage that most other analyses do not have, namely
so-called orthogonality of effects. This means that the outcomes of tests for a certain (com-
bination of ) variables(s) do not depend on whether or not other variables are included
in the null-hypothesis model. For example, consider the two-way layout, with two factors
f1 and f2. We consider four nested models:

1 M0: the null-model where none of the factors are included;
2 M1: the model with only f1;
3 M12: the model with both f1 and f2; and
4 M1*2: the model with f1, f2 and an interaction effect between f1 and f2.

Suppose also that f1 has four levels and f2 has three. This means that there are six more
predictor variables, taking 0/1 values: three for f1 and two for f2. Table 18.2 gives a pos-
sible way of coding all these predictor variables. The expressions for µi corresponding to
the different models are summarized in column 2 of Table 18.3. We also introduce some
notation (in column 3) to be able to distinguish the models in the subsequent equations.
Note that the (estimators for the) values of the coefficients βj will differ for the different
models. The fourth column gives the expression for the sum of squares to be minimized
to estimate the coefficients βj. The deviance for the null model M0 is given in Equation
(18.17). The other deviances are calculated by substituting the estimates of the βj in the
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expressions in column 4. Degrees of freedom corresponding to the deviances are equal to
the number of observations minus the number of estimated parameters. These are given
in column 5.

To test whether inclusion of an additional term in the model has a significant effect,
we can use an F-test, just as in the one-way ANOVA, as explained above. For instance, to
calculate the numerator of the F-statistic for testing model M1 versus M0, we divide the
difference between the deviances of the two models by the proper degrees of freedom. With
the notation for the deviances introduced before (Equation 18.16), this gives

Table 18.3 Overview of the different models used as examples for testing the 
effect of two factors on the average value of a Gaussian trait, their parameters, 
and corresponding degrees of freedom of their residual sums of squares. See text
for a detailed explanation.

Model mi Notation Minimization of Degrees of freedom

M0 b0xi0(= b0) m0 n − 1

M1 m1i n − 4

M12 m12i n − 6

M1*2 m1*2i n − 12
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Table 18.2 One example of two ordinal variables that are encoded by means of
binary variables. The number of binary variables needed for one ordinal variable
equals the number of levels of the ordinal variable minus one. Further, to
represent the interactions between the two factors we need six more variables: 
x6 = x1 × x4, x7 = x2 × x4, x8 = x3 × x4, x9 = x1 × x5, x10 = x2 × x5, x11 = x3 × x5. For example
the interaction between the fourth level of f1 and the second level of f2 is
represented by x6 = 1, x7 = 1, x8 = 1, x9 = 0, x10 = 0, x11 = 0.

Levels of f1 Variables Levels of f2 Variables 
for f1 for f2

x1 x2 x3 x4 x5

1 0 0 0 1 0 0
2 1 0 0 2 1 0
3 1 1 0 3 1 1
4 1 1 1 – – –
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(18.23)

which follows a F(3, n−1) distribution. The outcome of this test tells us whether factor f1 has a
significant effect or not. A subsequent test of M12 versus M1 provides the same informa-
tion about the other factor. Note, however, that there is no a priori reason to include the two
factors in the model in this specific sequence. We might as well do it the other way round.
This would lead to a sequence of models M0, M2, M12, and M1*2 (where M2 denotes the
model with only factor 2 included). In this case, a test as to whether the effect of f1 is significant
is performed by using the differences between the deviances of models M2 and M12.

In classical multifactor ANOVAs, the two expressions turn out to be equal. Thus, 
the sequence in which different factors are included in the model has no effect on their
significance. This is a pleasant feature of these analyses, but it is unfortunately not usually
the case, even in classical analyses beyond the ANOVA. A well-known example where this
no longer holds true is, for example, in multiple regression, where there are several 
quantitative variables. There, it does make a difference if different ways of successively includ-
ing predictor variables in the models are being used. In GLMs, other than the classical
case, the effects of different factors are also usually non-orthogonal. Therefore, it is 
recommended not to consider just one deviance table, but several, corresponding to 
different model sequences.

Model selection: some further considerations
Finally, it has to be noted that model selection is usually not just a question of blindly
performing a sequence of tests. It also involves knowledge of the biology behind the data,
and often plain common sense. To give an example, tests may show that none of the main
effects (or only one) are significant, whereas their interaction is. However, it is not a good
idea to use a model with only interactions and no main effects (or only one main effect),
since such a model is usually difficult to interpret. Another example is that any function
of an independent variable may be included in the models. For instance, we may choose
log(xj), or its square root, as one of the predictor variables. Such variables may even give
significant results. That does not mean, however, that it always makes sense to include
them. In general, we would advise the use of only well-interpretable transformations. For
instance, a multiplicative effect rather than an additive one might sometimes be more 
realistic. This can be realized by using log-transformations of the original variables. If we
denote the original variables by zj, then xj = log(zj) will be used in the model. In the Gaussian
case, i.e. with an identity link function, this means that in terms of the original variables:

(18.24)

Biological reasoning might also bring us to include predictor variables in the model, 
even though their effects are not significantly different from zero, simply because we 
know that they should have an effect. Not finding the effect can be due to the fact that,
with the current number of observations, the power of the test is too small compared to
its magnitude. The opposite may also occur: if the number of observations is very large,
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effects may be significant, even though they are very small. In this case, it is advisable to
consider the relevance of the effect as a decision factor for including it in the model.

Goodness of fit: residuals
Once a model has been selected, we wish to get an impression of how good it describes
the current data set. In the Gaussian case, this is usually done by studying the residuals
corresponding to differences between observed values and those predicted by the model:

ri = yi − 2i (18.25)

If the fitted model is accurate, these residuals should follow a normal distribution with
variance equal to σ 2. The so-called Pearson residual uses the estimated variance to scale
this to a standard normal distribution:

(18.26)

Note that the deviance equals the residual error sum of squares (Equation 18.16). In gen-
eral we can write:

D(y,µ) = (18.27)

where D(yi,µi) indicates the contribution of observation i to the total deviance. This has
a positive value. For GLMs, we can thus define a ‘deviance residual’:

ri = sign(yi − 2i) (18.28)

In the Gaussian case this is equal to Equation (18.25). Unfortunately, for non-Gaussian
models the distribution of these residuals is not always known.

18.2.3 The non-Gaussian case

The models in the previous section are widely applied. Their applicability, however, is
restricted in a number of ways. One of them is that the data are continuous quantities
that can assume any real value and that follow normal distributions. In practice, we often
have to deal with different types of data. GLMs extend the framework of the classical ana-
lyses to such situations.

Binary data
An obvious model for binary data is based on the binomial distribution. The observations
Yi correspond to the number of times a ‘success’ is observed in conjunction with the covari-
ate values xi1, . . . , xip. They are assumed to follow independent binomial distributions with
parameters mi and pi, so we have

(18.29)
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The expectation µi equals mi × pi, and thus we can write this expression as

(18.30)

This leads to the log-likelihood:

(18.31)

There are several link functions that can be used to specify the relationship between the
expectations and the explanatory variables. We will consider the logistic function:

(18.32)

where ηi is the linear predictor given in Equation (18.1). In terms of the expected values,
this gives

(18.33)

When the explanatory variables are all quantitative, this analysis is called a logistic regression
(McCullagh & Nelder 1989). Maximization of Equation (18.31), with these expressions
substituted, gives the estimators of the βj. The deviance equals

(18.34)

It has to be noted that the distribution of this statistic is usually not well-approximated
by a χ2 distribution (McCullagh & Nelder 1989). For large n, however, the differences between
the deviances for different models approximately follow χ2 distributions, with the num-
bers of degrees of freedom equal to the differences between the numbers of parameters
in the different models.

In some cases, however, the binomial distribution does not adequately describe the data,
due to so-called overdispersion. Such a phenomenon corresponds to the case in which
observed variances are larger than the binomial variance mp(1 − p). This can occur, for
instance, when the observations are in fact mixtures of independent, non-identified bino-
mially distributed variables with (slightly) different success probabilities. Underdispersion
can also occur, but its mechanistic explanation is not totally clear. In both cases, we may
use a model where

E(Yi) = mi pi, Var(Yi) = σ 2mi pi(1 − pi) (18.35)

with σ 2 being an unknown nuisance parameter, which is then also estimated from the data.
A nuisance parameter is a parameter whose precise value is not of interest, and conclusions
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from a statistical analysis should preferably be independent of this value. The test statistics
now follows approximately a χ 2 distribution multiplied by 62. The asymptotic variance/
covariance matrix of the estimators is also multiplied by this value.

Counts
Sometimes observations can take any discrete value larger than or equal to zero. Examples
are the size of egg batches laid by a gregarious pro-ovigenic parasitoid, the number of host
encounters within a certain time interval, the number of females attacking simultaneously
a patch of hosts (see also Chapter 9 by Haccou and van Alphen), etc. In this case, a model
based on the Poisson distribution might be appropriate:

(18.36)

with log-likelihood:

(18.37)

The usual link function for this model is

ηi = log µi ⇒ µi = eηi (18.38)

The deviance equals

(18.39)

and the model is called a log-linear model (McCullagh & Nelder 1989).
It is well-known that the expectation of a Poisson distribution equals it variance. As for

the Binomial model, however, overdispersion may inflate the variance. When observations
correspond to numbers of occurrences in time intervals, overdispersion may be caused by
random variation of the length of the intervals. Another possibility is inter-individual 
variability. The model may be generalized to account for such possibilities, by assuming:

Var(Yi) = σ 2E(Yi) (18.40)

where the nuisance parameter σ 2 can also be estimated from the data. Effects on tests 
and distribution of the estimators are accounted for in the same way as in the Binomial
model.

Nominal or ordinal observations
Sometimes, the observations are counts of numbers in certain classes. Measurements can
be on a nominal scale, for example, different substrates of a host species, or an ordinal
scale, for example, we might measure the size of daughters emerging from a host as small,
medium, or large. We then might be interested in effects of explanatory variables on the
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414 É. WAJNBERG AND P. HACCOU

probability that observations fall into a certain class. For instance, the host size might affect
the proportions of small- and medium-sized daughters, compared to large ones. In this
case, the appropriate model for the observations is a multinomial distribution:

(18.41)

with

(18.42)

where yk denotes the number in class k. The log-likelihood becomes

(18.43)

If we denote the expectation of the number in class k for the ith observation by µi,k, we
can write this as

(18.44)

and the deviance equals

(18.45)

The linear predictor now becomes a vector with elements:

(18.46)

where xij,k denotes the value of covariate j for category k of the ith observation and, ana-
logous to the previous models, xi0,k = 1 for all i and k. The length of η is the number 
of categories minus one, due to the restrictions in Equation (18.42). To take these 
restrictions into account, the link function contains the ratio of expectations, relative to
a chosen reference category. Here, we will use category r for that purpose. A logistic link
function gives
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(18.47)

When explanatory variables are only quantitative, this again gives a logistic regression (as
in the situation with binary variables (Section 18.2.3 above)). It should be noted that the
ratio can be written in many different ways:

(18.48)

From this, it can be seen that the model is the multi-category analog of the one used for
binary data (Equation 18.32).

It can be seen from Equation (18.46) that the number of parameters in a full model
equals (r − 1)(p + 1). An alternative special case of the model, often used, is

(18.49)

where it is assumed that the covariates have the same effects on the different categories.
This model only has r + p − 1 parameters.

When the data are measured on an ordinal scale, models can also be formulated in terms
of the cumulative probabilities:

(18.50)

In this case, a logistic model would be, for instance:

(18.51)

However, it has to be noted that, in such models, the parameters are constrained since
the cumulative probabilities γ i,k must increase with k. It can be deduced from Equation
(18.51) that this implies that

β0,1 ≤ . . . ≤ β0,r−1 (18.52)

and any method used for estimation will have to take such constraints into account.
As in previous models, overdispersion may occur here, due to the same causes as men-

tioned before, and can be dealt with in the same way.

Survival data
In many situations, we have to deal with data that are time intervals until occurrence of
certain events, or time intervals between events. For instance, behavioral ecologists often
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record and analyze time intervals until the onset or termination of certain behaviors. Another
example is residence time in host patches (see also Chapter 8 by van Alphen and Bernstein).
Normal distributions usually do not give an accurate description of such data. Further,
the data need special treatment due to the occurrence of so-called censoring. Indeed, 
sometimes the event in question is not observed during the experiment. For instance, a
parasitoid may not leave a patch of hosts before the end of the observation period. When
this occurs, we can only say that the patch-leaving time would have been longer than the
observation time. Such observations cannot be simply treated as missing values, since they
do contain information about the patch-leaving time. Bressers et al. (1991) give several
examples of analyses that lead to erroneous conclusions due to the wrong treatment of
censors. Survival analysis methods are especially designed to deal with this problem. Many
of the models used in such analyses are, in fact, GLMs.

To illustrate this, we first consider the exponential regression model. In this model the
Yi are assumed to be exponentially distributed, with probability density function:

f(y;λ) = λe−λy (18.53)

where λ denotes the so-called hazard rate. In the exponential model this is a constant, but
in more general models the hazard rate may depend on the time y. The hazard rate λ(y)
is the probability per time unit that an event happens at time y, given that it has not yet
occurred. This is an important parameter in survival analysis, and most models are 
formulated in terms of this parameter rather than the expectation of Y. The interpreta-
tion of the hazard rate depends on the biological problem that is examined. For instance,
if the observations are times until a patch of hosts is left, the hazard rate is the patch 
leaving tendency. In the case of, for example, grooming bouts, the hazard rate can be the
tendency to start (or stop) grooming.

In the exponential regression model it is assumed that

λi = eηi (18.54)

where ηi is the linear predictor of Equation (18.1). The null model parameter eβ0 is called
the baseline hazard, and is denoted by λ0, so an alternative way to denote the previous
expression (which is the usual notation in survival analysis literature) is

(18.55)

The expectation of Yi equals

(18.56)

and thus, we find that, in this case:

µi = e−ηi ⇒ ηi = −log µi (18.57)

Thus, the exponential regression model is a generalized linear model with a logarithmic
link function.
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The probability of observing a time interval larger than some fixed value y equals

Pr(Y > y) = e−λy (18.58)

Censoring is taken into account by including this probability in the log-likelihood. For
instance, if y1, . . . , yk are the time intervals observed in uncensored cases and yk+1, . . . , yn

are censor times of the other observations, the log-likelihood equals

(18.59)

and the deviance equals

(18.60)

and the residuals:

(18.61)

are known to have an exponential distribution with parameter 1 under the hypothesis 
that the model is correct (Kalbfleisch & Prentice 2002). Thus, the fit of a model can be
tested by means of goodness-of-fit tests for an exponential distribution, where residuals
of censored observations are treated as censors (see Haccou & Meelis 1994, for a descrip-
tion of several such tests).

The exponential regression model is a special case of the so-called Cox regression model,
which is also called the proportional hazards model. In the more general formulation, the
baseline hazard rate can be any positive function of the time interval y. This model assumes
the following relationship between hazard rate and explanatory variables:

(18.62)

Hence, the variables are assumed to have a multiplicative effect on the baseline hazard.
For instance, suppose that x11 equals A and x21 equals B, and that the other explanatory
variables are all equal, i.e. x1j = x2j = xj for j = 2, . . . p, then the model states that the ratio
of the hazard rates is constant:

(18.63)

This is called the proportionality assumption. This assumption can be tested for any of
the explanatory variables by fitting a model that allows a different baseline hazard for the
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parameter in question, and then testing whether the estimated baseline hazards are indeed
proportional. For instance, to test this for an explanatory variable X1, which can assume
two values, A and B, we use the model:

(18.64)

This is an example of a so-called stratified model. Proportionality tests of the baseline 
hazards can be formal or simply graphical (Kleinbaum & Klein 2005).

The probability density function is related to the hazard rate in the following way:

(18.65)

and the probability that Y is larger than y equals

(18.66)

With these expressions we can write the log-likelihood, which is then maximized to 
estimate the βj (j = 1, . . . , p), as well as the baseline hazard as a function of time. There 
are many computer programs available to do this. Tests of models can be based on the
deviances or on the asymptotic multinormal distribution of the 4j, as before. It can be
shown that, here too, the residuals have an exponential distribution with parameter 1 if
the model is correct (Kalbfleisch & Prentice 2002), which can be used to derive goodness-
of-fit tests.

There are several generalizations of this model. An important one is to allow time-
dependence of explanatory variables. Then the xij become functions of y also. For exam-
ple, Hemerik et al. (1993) examined the effect of the number of rejected hosts after the
most recent oviposition on the patch-leaving tendency. This covariate changes in time 
during a patch visit and was, therefore, modeled as a time-dependent variable.

Another generalization is to allow for repeated events. For instance, a patch might be
left and revisited several times. The successive times on the patch can, for instance, be
considered as separate observations, and we can include an extra covariate that counts the
previous number of patch visits. Additional covariates may be, for example, durations of
previous visits, or the durations of time intervals spent off the patch (see Wajnberg 2006,
for a detailed recent survey of all parameters that were taken into account in studies on
patch time allocation in insect parasitoids).

Finally, more than one type of event might be considered. For instance, a wasp on a
patch might perform several types of behavior like walk, groom, rest, or examine a host.
A walking bout can thus be followed by three different types of event, and we might be
interested in studying effects of covariates on the hazard rates of each of these different
types. These are called cause-specific hazard rates, and they can be studied separately, by
considering other events as censors. For instance, to study the behavioral tendency to 
stop walking and start grooming, walking intervals that are followed by resting or host
encounters are treated as censored observations. Methods for analyzing complete con-
tinuous time records of behavior can be found in Haccou and Meelis (1994).
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The proportional hazards model assumes a multiplicative relationship between the explana-
tory variables and the hazard rate. An alternative is to assume such an effect on the time
until occurrence of an event Y. This leads to the so-called accelerated failure time model.
In the case of a constant hazard rate (i.e. the exponential model described previously), the
models are equivalent. In the general case, however, this is not true. Accelerated failure
time models are more difficult to interpret than proportional hazard models, and as a con-
sequence are much less popular. Therefore, we will not describe these models here, but
refer to the textbooks by Kalbfleisch and Prentice (2002), and Kleinbaum and Klein (2005)
for details.

18.3 Non-independent data

The methods discussed so far assume that measures are all independent, which means that
each data point has been collected from a different subject to ensure that the sample size
reflects all independent replicates. However, some experimental set-ups used in behavioral
ecology are explicitly based on so-called repeated measure designs in which subject are
measured several times. This is, for example, the case for experiments done to estimate the
learning ability of parasitoid females in which the same individuals are tested before and
after a series of repeated experiences with hosts (van Baaren & Boivin 1998). As a general
rule, repeated measures are produced in so-called longitudinal studies in which measures
are collected at successive times. However, repetition can also sometimes correspond to
data collected at different locations in space. Concerning behavioral studies done on insect
parasitoids, this is especially the case, for example, in experiments done on four-way 
olfactometers (Vet et al. 1983) in which the behavior of the same individuals is recorded
and compared between the different odorized fields of the device.

Using a standard ANOVA in this case is not appropriate because the data violate the
assumption of independence and the analysis will fail to take proper account of correla-
tions between the repeated measures. This can easily be seen from the following example
based on simulated data: A normally-distributed behavioral trait is measured at three 
different times on the same individuals that were previously submitted to a specific treat-
ment or a control group. We want to test both the effect of the treatment and any significant
change in average values between the three recording times. This is clearly a repeated mea-
sure design but let us try to analyze it with a standard two-way ANOVA (Section 18.2.2).
For this, values for the 3 times for 20 individuals were randomly drawn from 3 normal
distributions, all having an average value of 0.0 and a standard deviation of 1.0. The first
10 individuals were supposed to experience the treatment, while the 10 remaining ones
did not. In order to accurately simulate the repeated design, values corresponding to the
three simulated times were randomly drawn from distributions and were correlated
according to the following correlation matrix:

(18.67)

Different values of ρ, ranging from 0.0 to 1.0, were used and for each of them the 
whole simulation design was replicated 500 times. Each replicate was then analyzed with
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a standard two-way ANOVA to test both the treatment and the time effect, and the observed
frequency of tests significant at a 5% level was computed in each case. Figure 18.1 gives
the results obtained.

Since there were no differences between treatments and times in the simulated data,
about 5% of the computed tests should be significant at a 5% level. As can be seen in 
Fig. 18.1, this appears to be the case only when the correlation ρ is close to 0.0, which
corresponds to a situation of independent data. When the correlation ρ increases, how-
ever, the significance level of the test drops, which results in a larger number of falsely
positive tests for the treatment effect. For the test of a time effect on such autocorrelated
data, increasing values of the correlation ρ progressively lead to more conservative tests
with a corresponding lack of power. At the extreme, when ρ = 1.0, the data remain
unchanged over the course of time, and there cannot be a time effect.

Thus, standard ANOVA leads to wrong statistical conclusions, as it generally does when
there are repeated measures, and so other methods should be used instead. One possible
way to analyze data coming from a repeated design can be to consider the repeated 
measures as different variables (see Fig. 18.2 for a graphical meaning of this). Doing this,
the correlation between the repeated measures among individuals is explicitly taken into
account and standard multi-dimensional ANOVA (MANOVA) can then be used to test
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Fig. 18.1 Observed rate of significant tests for the treatment (open circles) and
time (closed circles) effects after a two-way standard ANOVA on data simulated
with different correlation values of the repeated design. Rates of significant tests
are computed for a nominal level of 5%, which is indicated in this figure.
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the different effects studied. Multivariate ANOVAs are simple generalizations of their 
standard univariate counterparts; the main difference is that inter- and intra-group variance-
covariance matrices are used instead of the simple inter- and intra-group variances.
Several tests can be used, for example, the Wilks’ lambda (Johnson & Wichern 2002), 
to test, globally, the effect of factors that are not repeated, like the treatment effect in 
the simulated example above. The repeated factor (e.g. time) can also be tested, but after
some data transformation. In the simulated example presented above, this will correspond
to the test of the hypothesis that the three expected values µ1, µ2 and µ3, corresponding
to the three recording times, are equal. This is equivalent to testing simultaneously the
two related hypothesis µ1 − µ2 = 0 and µ2 − µ3 = 0, which can be done with a Hotteling’s
T 2 test (Johnson & Wichern 2002). For this, each difference between the successive times,
and their corresponding average values, should first be computed. Then, the following 
statistic:

(18.68)

where n is the total number of individuals observed, p is the number of repeated 
measures (here 3), L the mean average vector of the differences, M the estimated intra-
group variance-covariance matrix, and k its corresponding df in a multivariate ANOVA
done on the differences, is known to follow approximately an F-distribution with p and 
k − p + 1 df.
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Fig. 18.2 Two graphical representations of the same data set showing how 
data coming from a repeated design can be considered as a multi- (here three-)
dimensional data set. Data were simulated as in Fig. 18.1 (with r = 0.75), except
that 1.0 was added to each value of individuals that were previously submitted to 
a specific treatment (open circles). (a) Values recorded at three different times 
are plotted as for a standard longitudinal study. (b) Data are plotted in a three-
dimensional space and lines are indicating average values for individuals that 
were previously submitted or not to a specific treatment.
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However, such an approach will be difficult to apply when the experimental set-up involves
more than one factor, and their potential interactions, and/or when we are interested in
testing interactions between the repeated factor (e.g. time) and others. Actually, a related
method, so-called repeated measures ANOVA, is nowadays available in all software pack-
ages. It is based on the fact that, as opposed to data usually analyzed with multivariate
analyses, repeated designs consist of collecting repeated measures of the same parameter.
In repeated measures ANOVA, an individual is called a subject and the repeated factor is
called a within-subjects factor, which represent different trials. Other factors are called
between-subjects factors and are constituted of different groups. The method enables us
to statistically test:

1 the within-subject main effect to know whether average values are changing
between different trials;

2 between-subject main and interaction effects to estimate, globally, influences
of the different corresponding factors; and also

3 within-subject-by-between-subject interaction effects to see whether changes
among the different trials are influenced by any other factors.

For tests that involve only between-subjects effects, computations are simply based on 
simple ANOVA done on the sum of values obtained during the repeated trials divided by
the square root of their number. Tests involving within-subjects effects are usually based
on multivariate approaches similar to those described above (Davis 2003).

Repeated measures ANOVA carries the standard set of assumptions associated with 
an ordinary ANOVA, extended to the matrix case: multivariate normality for the within-
subject factor, homogeneity of covariance matrices, and independence among groups 
for between-subject factors. Repeated measures ANOVA is robust to violations of the 
first two assumptions. Violations of independence among groups produce a non-normal
distribution of the residuals, which results in invalid F tests. The most common viola-
tions of independence occur when either random selection or random assignment is 
not used. Some additional assumptions should also be verified, depending on the statis-
tical test used to test the within-subject effect (see Davis 2003, for a thorough discussion
of this).

Finally, as with fully independent data, there are now methods to analyze repeated designs
in which the trait studied is not normally distributed. More accurately, the GLMs pre-
sented in Section 18.2 above can be extended to non-independent repeated designs by means
of the so-called Generalized Estimating Equation of Liang and Zeger (1986), leading to
methods for analyzing traits that follow a binomial (i.e. percentages) or a Poisson (i.e. counts)
distribution (Hardin & Hilbe 2003).

18.4 Pseudoreplication

We have seen that experiments done on the behavioral ecology of insect parasitoids 
can sometimes produce non-independent data. This has been mainly presented to appear
when each individual is measured several times (repeated measure designs), and we saw
that specific statistical approaches are needed in this case (Section 18.3). For repeated mea-
sure designs, the experimental set-up has supposedly been built to intentionally produce
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non-independent data. However, some experimental set-ups, that are not correctly designed,
can sometimes also unintentionally and insidiously produce non-independent data that
are then wrongly analyzed statistically. This is mainly, but not exclusively, observed in field
experiments (Hurlbert 1984).

The problem was originally recognized by Hurlbert (1984), who analyzed 176 field experi-
ments from 156 papers published in the ecological literature during 1960–1980. Among
these, an alarming rate of 27% was guilty of so-called pseudoreplication. Considering only
the 101 studies using statistical analyses, 48% were pseudoreplicated. Pseudoreplication 
is defined as the use of statistical methods to test for treatment effects with data from 
experiments where either treatments are simply not replicated (though samples may be) 
or experimental units are not statistically independent (Hurlbert 1984). Since the original
paper of Hurlbert (1984), pseudoreplication has been widely reported in environmental,
ecological, and behavioral studies (Steward-Oaten & Murdoch 1986, Searcy 1989, Hurlbert
& White 1993, Heffner et al. 1996, Ramirez et al. 2000).

Potential problems might arise when treatments are spatially or temporally segregated.
Ramirez et al. (2000) proposed a hypothetical, although classic, experimental example. The
experiment aims at studying the ability of an insect parasitoid to be attracted from a plant
attacked by one of its herbivorous hosts. Using an olfactometer, individual wasp females
are offered a choice between two odorous areas: one receives volatiles from an attacked
plant, the other volatiles from an unattacked plant. Fifty observations are performed and
the attacked and unattacked plants are changed every five observations. The olfactometer
is cleaned after each observation. With such an experimental set-up, using a simple t-test
for paired data, for example, to compare walking parameters of the females in both areas
over the 50 replicates, would be wrong for two reasons. The first one is due to the fact
that volatiles coming for the attacked and unattacked plants are always released in the same
areas of the olfactometer and some undetectable differences between these locations could
generate differences in the recorded behavioral parameters that are not necessarily related
to plant volatiles. This is an example of treatments that are spatially segregated, and this
is the reason why it is usually proposed to rotate the olfactometer by 90 or 180° after each
replicate. The other reason, that corresponds to a temporally segregation of treatments, is
more insidious. It comes from the fact that plants are not changed after each observation
but only after every fifth observation. Therefore, observations are not independent within
groups. The ten groups of five observations, however, constitute legitimate replicates on
which a simple t-test for paired data could be applied, and each is best represented by the
mean value of the five observations performed in it (Ramirez et al. 2000). Another way
to analyze the full data set is to use repeated measures ANOVA, as explained in Section
18.3 above (Ramirez et al. 2000).

Other potential problems are related to experiments that are actually interconnected.
For example, an experiment performed on insects that were reared in four different 
climatic chambers will produce data that are not totally independent due to any (maybe
even non-detectable) variation between the different climatic chambers. Finally, as we 
have seen in Section 18.3 above, pseudoreplication can also be generated when several obser-
vations are done repeatedly on the same individual (repeated designs).

Pseudoreplication is not truly a problem of experimental design itself. Rather, it is 
often the result of a combination of experimental design and an inappropriate statistical 
analysis (Ramirez et al. 2000). It is interesting to see that the problem is usually not under-
stood and it is sometimes claimed by researches that all experiments, at the extreme, are
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dependent since all of them are run on the same planet Earth. This is maybe the reason
why poorly designed or incorrectly analyzed experimental work is literally flooding the
ecological literature (Hurlbert 1984). Actually, pseudoreplication is the result of non-
independent experimental units at the specific scale of analysis for the hypothesis being
tested (Ramirez et al. 2000).

In any experimental field or laboratory work, it is known on first principles that, due
to stochasticity, two or more objects are different whatever the trait measured. Then, if
we increase the number of samples taken from each unit and statistically compare them
(e.g. with a t-test or a simple ANOVA) with a nominal risk of, for example, 5%, the chance
of finding a significant difference will increase with increase in the number of samples per
unit. However, increasing the number of independent experimental units per treatment
will not increase the chance of finding a significant difference under the null hypothesis.
This has been proposed as a possible criterion for distinguishing pseudoreplication from
true replication (Hurlbert 1984). Such a result can be more accurately understood using
the following simulated example.

We wish to compare average values of a behavioral trait, related to wasp females for-
aging activity, between two wasp populations. The two populations are each constituted
by several different families, each family originating from a mated female (i.e. isofemale
lines). In the two populations, the trait studied is known to follow a normal distribution
with an average value of 0.1 and a standard deviation of 1.0, but there are known differ-
ences in average values between the families. The first experimental design, using pseudo-
replicates, is based on only two families, one taken in each population, and having an 
average value of 0.0 and 0.2, respectively. Samples of the same size are randomly drawn
from each family. The second experimental design, using true replicates, is based on only
one sample taken from each family and the same number of families is sampled in each
population. For the two designs, the sampling protocol is repeated 500 times with differ-
ent sample sizes and the two populations are compared in each case with a simple t-test.
Figure 18.3 gives the observed frequency of tests significant at a 5% level, which was com-
puted in both cases for different sample sizes. As expected, with a properly designed 
experiment based on true replicates, the probability of judging an effect as significant when
there is no effect (i.e. an error of the first kind) remains constant and does not depend on
sample sizes used. However, with a wrongly designed experiment using pseudoreplicates,
the risk of wrongly declaring a non-existing effect as being significant clearly increases 
with sample size. The reason for this is that, in the later case, the null hypothesis tested is 
actually no longer that of no difference between the two populations compared, but that
of no difference between the two families from which samples were taken.

Pseudoreplication is usually considered as an insidious bane. Even if some occurrences
are clear-cut, like in the simulated example above, others can be more subtle and difficult
to detect and require an accurate understanding of the system under study if the problem
is to be avoided (Heffner et al. 1996). Common sense is usually needed along with bio-
logical knowledge, and sometimes intuition should be applied (Hurlbert 1984). Sometimes,
replications are simply impossible or not desired, for example, if the cost in time and/or
money of each of them is great. Experiments involving unreplicated treatments can 
sometimes be the only or best option (Hurlbert 1984). In such a case, erroneous use of
statistical tests can lead to wrong conclusions, and it would be far better to recognize weak-
nesses in the experimental set-up used and to use descriptive statistics rather than formal
tests of hypotheses.
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18.5 Unbalanced set-ups

Many experiments to analyze the behavioral ecology of insect parasitoids are aimed at study-
ing the effect of one or several independent qualitative factors on the average value of 
a behavioral trait. We already saw some examples of possible tested factors above. They
usually correspond to different treatments whose effects have to be quantified and tested.
When the effect of more that one factor is studied, their potential interactions are also of
interest. In order to analyze the data obtained in such experiments, standard two-way (or
more) ANOVAs (for normally-distributed traits) or GLMs (Sections 18.2.2 and 18.2.3)
can be used. Usual statistical procedures are designed to handle so-called balanced data,
which is data with equal numbers of observations for every combination of the different
classification factors tested (Sokal & Rohlf 1981). However, even with the best of inten-
tions, it is frequently impossible to produce such evenly balanced designs. For instance,
in an experiment testing the effect of different treatments on wasp females on a beha-
vioral feature of their offspring, the number of offspring per treated female is likely to 
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Fig. 18.3 Observed rate of significant tests comparing two wasp populations when
true replicates (black circles) or pseudoreplicates (white circles) are used on
simulated data with different sample sizes (see text). Rates of significant tests are
computed for a nominal level of 5%, which is indicated in this figure.
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differ and will not be a parameter under experimental control. Moreover, even if an experi-
ment is correctly designed, with a balanced number of replicates in each case, some indi-
viduals might accidentally die before being measured and the resulting data set will become
unbalanced due to the existence of missing values.

Analyzing such unbalanced data is usually considered to be a complicated matter. One
approach, if possible, is to avoid such a problem at the expense of losing some informa-
tion. For example, if there are at least five replicates in every subclass in an analysis, but
some of them have six of seven replicates, it would be possible to reduce the sample size
of all subclasses to five to acquire a balanced design that may be analyzed with a standard
ANOVA or a GLM. Of course, removal of any individuals from a subclass to equalize sample
sizes must be done at random. Such a procedure will be legitimate only if the number of
replicates in each subclass itself does not affect the trait under study. For example, in a
gregarious parasitoid species, the behavior of all individuals that emerged from a single
parasitized host might be influenced by their number. Further, reducing subclasses to a
common sample size is usually not a good idea, especially if:

1 there is an important variation in subclass sample sizes;
2 the original data were scarce and/or expensive to obtain; or
3 the error (i.e. intra-subclass) variance is too important.

Another possibility, if the design is unbalanced due to missing values, is to estimate those
values that are missing. If there are several replicates in each subclass, the missing values
can be estimated by the observed average values of each corresponding subclass. If the
behavioral trait under study is following a known distribution, missing data can also be
approximated by simulated values randomly drawn from this distribution by using the
average and variance of each corresponding subclass. Finally, if there is only one replicate
per subclass, appropriate and usually easy to compute estimating methods are also 
available (Sokal & Rohlf 1981, Little & Rubin 1987). Once the missing values have been
estimated, a standard ANOVA or a GLM can be computed, but the number of degrees 
of freedom of the error term has to be reduced by the number of values that have been
estimated.

Estimating missing values is, however, not always feasible, especially if too many values
are missing. Performing a two-way (or more) ANOVA or a GLM with unbalanced sub-
class sizes still remains possible, but statistical software packages are needed since com-
putational procedures becomes considerably more complicated. In this case, a so-called
type III ANOVA can be computed, which is designed to test the same hypotheses that
would be tested if the data were balanced. Indeed, in this case, hypotheses and the 
associated tests are not functions of the number of replicates per treatment combination.
On balanced data, such an ANOVA will give the same results as those obtained using 
standard ANOVA. However, results of such an analysis with unbalanced data should be
interpreted cautiously (Shaw & Mitchell-Olds 1993). Probably the most important and
obvious problem that can arise when analyzing unbalanced data by this method can be
seen using the following example based on simulated values: A normally-distributed
behavioral trait is measured on individuals belonging to four different wasp species and
after four different treatments. In each species-treatment combination, three independent
replicates were performed, so the full balanced design represents a total of 4 × 4 × 3 = 48
replicates. All values were first drawn from a normal distribution with an average of 0.0

9781405163477_4_018.qxd  30/08/2007  05:04PM  Page 426



STATISTICAL TOOLS FOR ANALYZING DATA 427

and a standard deviation of 1.0. In order to have significant effects for the two main fac-
tors and a significant interaction between them, 0.4 × i × j was added to each individuals
belonging to the ith species and that was treated with the jth treatment (i and j = 1, 2, 3,
4), and the simulation design was replicated 500 times. By doing so, and using a nomi-
nal level of 5%, both the species and the treatment effect were always declared as being
significant and their interaction was declared as being significant in 51.4% of the cases
(Fig. 18.4).

The same computation was repeated each time with an increasing number of missing
values that were uniformly distributed over the entire data set and the data were analyzed
with a two-way type III ANOVA. The observed frequency of tests significant at a 5% level
was computed in each case and results are shown in Fig. 18.4. As can be seen in this figure,
an increase in the rate of missing values progressively leads to a reduction in the number
of tests that are declared as significant. This is true for both the main factors tested and
their interaction. For the main effects, the phenomenon seems to appear only when more
than half of the data are missing but these factors were initially strongly significant (aver-
age p-values for the two factors with the full, balanced design were around 10−5 in both
cases). On data simulated with less significant factors, the decrease in the power of the
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Fig. 18.4 Observed rate of significant tests for the species effect (white circles), the
treatment effect (black circles), and their interaction (gray circles) after a two-way
type III ANOVA on data simulated with different proportions on missing values (see
text). Rates of significant tests are computed for a nominal level of 5%, which is
indicated in this figure.
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corresponding tests would appear much earlier, as this can be seen for the interaction 
(average p-value for the interaction with the full, balanced design was around 0.112). Thus,
the power of the test is reduced when data are unbalanced and it is, therefore, possible 
to overlook an effect (i.e. judge it as non-significant) when the effect truly exists. So, 
particular caution should be taken when interpreting failure to reject null hypotheses from
unbalanced data (Shaw & Mitchell-Olds 1993).

18.6 Conclusion

Behavioral ecologists, and especially those working on insect parasitoids, regularly fall into
standard traps when they analyze results of their experimental work. They indeed often have
to deal with unbalanced or non-independent data, or handling pseudoreplications, some-
times even without knowing it. Further, they are in most cases collecting non-normally
distributed data. In many cases, standard ANOVA (or regression methods) are applied,
but arguments presented in this chapter show that this can lead to wrong conclusions about
the effects that are tested. As we have shown, nowadays there is a whole arsenal of more
rigorous and efficient methods available, which can be used in most of these cases. When
no specific method is available (e.g. for pseudoreplicated data), we have tried to inform
the reader about possible misinterpretation of the results obtained from wrongly designed
statistical analyses. Thus, the objective of this chapter is to provide the reader with the
basic knowledge for analyzing, in a more correct and efficient way, results collected from
experimental field or laboratory works on the behavioral ecology of insect parasitoids.

Most of the statistical procedures presented in this chapter cannot be done by hand but
a large number of statistical software packages are now available that incorporate these
methods. Examples are:

1 SAS® (http://www.sas.com);
2 STATISTICA® (http://www.statsoft.com/);
3 SPSS® (http://www.spss.com/);
4 SYSTAT® (http://www.systat.com/);
5 Splus® (http://www.insightful.com/); or
6 R (http://www.r-project.org/).

The last one can be recommended because it is a free, efficient, and a simple-to-learn 
statistical computing and graphic language.
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